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POLITICAL. 


Tre Anjuman- i-Panjab of the 5th November states that 
The death of Abdul Rah- the news that has lately been published 


man Khan. in newspapers clearly shows that, even 


if Abdul Rahman is still alive, insurrections and disturbances 
have occurred at Kabul. The question is, what is the cause 
of this disorder? It will be remembered that we strongly pro- 
tested against the appointment of Abdul Rahman as Amir of 
Kabul, on the ground that it would lead to internecine quarrels. 
We expressed our opinion in favour of Musa Khan, because 
he was both the rightful heir and was loved by the people. 
We are still of the same opinion. The Afghans look upon 
Abdul Rahman as a friend of Russia, and consequently they 
will never put faith in him. They may even consider his 
accession to the throne as a proof of secret alliance between 
England and Russia against them. In that case they will 
obviously be induced to fancy that they will not be able to 
Maintain their independence if Abdul Rahman remains on the 
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throne. Looking at their excitement ; we may safely declare 
that, if he has not already been killed, he will be killed ere 
long. If he has been killed, we should rather be thankful to 
Providence than otherwise, because his death will remove all 
fear of Russian intrigues. 


The Akhbdr-i-Am (Lahore) of the 3rd November, refer- 
ring to the rumour about the murder 
of Abdul Rahman Khan, congratulates 
Government on bis death, and remarks that he was a friend 
of Russia. It was a great mistake to place him on the 
throne. His death will be regretted by the Russians, whose 
hopes have been nipped in the bud ; but we should now remove 
all fear of Russia from our. minds, and refrain from interfering 
in the affairs of Afghanistan. It is obvious from the murder 
of Abdul Rahman Khan that the Afghans hate the Russians 


The same. 


more than the English. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 10th November states that the 

' Government now shows such indiffer- 
0 ence towards Kabul as if it had tiever 
anything to do with it. Twice has the rumour spread in 
India about the murder of Abdul Rahman Khan, but still it 
is not known for certainty whether he is dead or alive. Is it 
wise that we should be so careless? If we have no means 
of obtaining information about the state of affairs at Kabul 
when our officers and troops are still in southern Afghanistan, 
the matter will become worse in case our troops are with- 
drawn from Kandahar. It is necessary that we should not 
only make satisfactory arrangements for obtaining trustworthy 
news. from Kabul, but we should also watch the proceedings 
of the Amir. If we continue to be as careless as we are at 
present, we are afraid that Russia may again succeed i in 12 89 


ing a mission to Kabul. 
The Oudh Punch of the 2nd November (received on the 


Turkey and the Euro- Sth idem) publishes a pictare i in } whieh 
8 de Sultan of Turkey is tepre 
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as sitting upon a floating platform which is supported by a 
number of boats called envy, corruption, disorder, disunion, 
&c. Many swords are pointed against him. The swords are 
called dishonesty, selfishness, jealousy, spite, religious enmity, 
ingratitude, &., and are obviously intended to represent the 
European Powers and the rebellious provinces of Turkey. 


The letter-press is as follows :— 


“As the tongue is between the thirty-two teeth (i. e., as the 
tongue is always in danger of being bitten), so is the Sultan 
in Europe.” 

The Sultan— Such is my position ; should I rule or not ? * 


NATIVE STATES. 


The Nastmi-Hind (Fatehpur) of the 9th November states: 
We should be thankful to the Govern- 
ment in that it is always anxious to 
check crime. But it is difficult to realize why it has inter- 
fered in the Chota Odeypur case. The public did not approve 
of Lord Northbrook’s proceeding in the case of the ex- 
Gaekwar of Baroda. We are afraid that the result of the Chota 
Odeypur case will be as. unsatisfactory. as was that of the 
Baroda case. Even an ordinary man cannot remain silent 
when he sees his wife guilty of misconduct. Then how could 
Chandra Singh, who is a Rajput and the son of an independent 
Chief, remain silent? The Nas{mt-Hind then quotes an extract 
from the address of Mr. Branson, the accused’s counsel, in 
which be argued that such misconduct could not but provoke 
any man of high birth, and that the provisions of the Indian 
Penal Code did not apply to such cases. The Nastmi-Hind 
then proceeds to remark that Mr. Branson s observations were 
just, but he should have also stated that the Asiatics, espe- 
cially the Rajpnts, are more jealous of their women than the 
Europeans. Chandra Singh is a Rejput prince. It will be 
remembered that whenever the Rajputs were brought to bay 
by the Musalmans and saw no means of flight, they first killed 


their women, or. their. women We burnt themselves to 


The Chota Odeypur case. 
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escape dishonour, und then they perished sword in hand. 
Moreover, ft should be observed that the Rajputs are more irri- 
table than any other nation. It was simply impossible that 
Chandra Singh should have remained silent when he saw his 
wife in a love intrigue with a menial servant of his. He of 


course beat her. The question is not whether he has commit- 
ted an offence or not, but whether the interference of the Gov- 


ernment is just. In the late Baroda case the interference of 


the Government was based on the ground that the ex-Gaekwar 
intended to poison a Government officer. But as regards the 
present case in question, the accused is not a British 
subject, nor was the deceased a British subject. It would be 
better if it were referred to the Raja of Chota Odeypur for 
decision. | 


We fail to see the wisdom of exempting women in cases 
of adultery from punishment under section 497 of the Indian 
Penal Code. If their exemption is based on the considera- 
tion that punishment would bring their families into dis- 
repute, it should be observed that their families lose their 
prestige as soon as they are acoused of adultery, even though 
they are not punished. If they were punished, there is no 
doubt that adultery would be greatly checked. The exemp- 


tion of women from punishment in cases of rape is perfectly 
just. 


The Almora Akhbar of the 1st November (received on 


the 5th idem) states that Mr. Bird- 
wood has finished his enquiries into 
the Chota Odeypur case, and will shortly send his report upon 
the result to Government. We have read an account of the 
proceedings. It appears that Chandra Singh beat the de- 
ceased for her misconduct, but he did not mean to kill her, 
nor did she die from the effects of the beating. The true 
cause of her death has not transpired, Probably she poisoned 
herself or died of grief. When a woman of high birth 


The same. 
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eommits such a shameful act and it sees the light, she prefers 
death to dishonour and commits suicide. 


The Bhdrat Bandhu (Aligarh) of the 5th November 
publishes a brief account of the Chota 
Odeypur case, and remarks:—The 
Judge has finished his enquiries and sent his report to the 
Bombay Government. We now anxiously await the deci- 
sion of the Government. The prince Chandra Singh recognises 
no authority save that of his father, as Chota Odeypur is an 
independent State, and protests against the interference of 
the Government. His protest is not unfounded. However, 
to our thinking, if the prince killed the deceased, he did 


wrong, because those men who have more than one wife 
should not expect them to be chaste. 


The same, 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Rahbar-i-Hind (Lahore) of the 9th November, on the 

A case of police torture, authority of a correspondent, states 
Panjab. | that in a district which is situated 
about 240 miles from Lahore, a Hindu committed adultery 
with a Hindu widow. On this the inhabitants of the village 
charged them with having poisoned the widow’s husband, 
The police thanadar seized both the man and the woman as 
well as the man’s old parents, took them to the police station 
and severely beat all of them. The man’s old parents were 
released on payment of a bribe of Rs. 100 to the thanadar. 
But he and the widow were still detained. They had to sit 
in the sun during the day, and in the night their mouths 
were closed, and they were beaten severely. They also had 
to purchase their release by a bribe. Cases of police torture 
are frequent in every part of the country, but it is to be 


regretted that the Government does not adopt effectual mea- 
sures to check them. 


A correspondent of the Marwar Gazette of the Ist Novem- 
ind Mena tribes in Magra ber (received on the 6th idem), writing 
trum Udaipur, * that the 
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Mena tribes in Magra Mewara commit thefts and robberies, 
and urges that the police should be armed with swords in 
order to keep them in check. The police constables at present 
have only small batons. 


The Mashir-i-Q:isar (Lucknow) of the 9th November 
The poverty of the na- States that the Anglo-Indian officials, 
tives. who get large salaries, generally be- 
come very rich. This induces Englishmen at home to think 
that India is still a rich country. Mr. Thorburn has lately 
published a pamphlet in which he has endeavoured to prove 
that India is not poor. The fact of the matter is that Euro- 
peans do not freely mix with the natives, and are therefore 
not acquainted with their condition. "Whenever any prince of 
the Royal family pays a visit to India, the natives show him 
great hospitality, although they have to borrow money for the 
purpose. Officers who raise large amounts of money by 
taxes receive the thanks of Government and are: considered 
entitled to promotion. When such is the state of things, 
obviously Englishmen at home have no means of obtaining 
an insight into the poverty of the people. Ninety-nine men 
out of every hundred live from hand to mouth. 


The Hindi Pradtp (Allahabad) for November states that 
when the Liberals were out.of office, 
they boasted of their liberality and did 
every thing to embitter the feelings of the natives towards 
the Conservatives. Now that they have succeeded to power, 
they have forgotten all they said in opposition. They bare 
refused to abolish the license tax, the Press Act, and the Arms 
Act, and even warned the natives that if they did. nos 
remain silent, they would burden them with the .coat of the 


war, 


The Liberals. 


The same paper states that the Government planes itself 
bat the natives are in a very oul plight. 


(6755) 


True, the British Government has bestowed many benefits upon 
them, such as security of liſe and property, the increased 
facilities of communication, the spread of education, &c., but 
unfortunately they have been redaced to a state of abject 
poverty. European manufactures have ruined the native 
industries. Even needless have to be imported from Europe. 
The burden of taxation presses severely upon the people. 


RAILWAY AND POST-OFFICE. 


The Qaisar-ul-Akhbar (Allahabad) of the 7th November 
complains that although the’ Railway 
Company derives the bulk of its in- 
come from the native passengers, it does not sufficiently care 
for their ease and comfort. They are exposed to great inoon- 
venience. They are generally very badly treated by the 
railway officials. Only the other day a railway guard pushed 
a respectable native, who is a Deputy Collector at Jaunpur, 
at the Allahabad railway station. At the: Allahabad station 
all the passengers are put in.a few carriages, to their incon- 
venience, and some carriages are left. entirely empty. If 
the passengers were allowed to sit in all the carriages, over- 
crowding would be avoided. Hitherto, when a respectable 
native had to travel in company of the female members of 
his family, he hired a whole compartment. But the railway 
officials now refuse to give whole compartments, and therefore 
pardanashin women are exposed to great inconvenience. True, 
one or two compartments are reserved for native women in 
each train; but it should be observed that natives are generally 
unwilling to place their women in those compartments, first 
because there is no parda in them, secondly, because the 
ticket-collectors: fray enter those rs canna in n & 
examine the tickets. 
The Jaipur Gazette of the 3rd November makes the fol- 
lowing remarks in regard to the scheme 
which is at present under the consider- 
ation of the Director-General of Post: 


Railway. 


The publication of small 
vernacular postal guides. 
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Offices for the diffusion of needful postal information among 
the people :— 


“We have to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of a 
copy of a memorandum from the office of the Director-General 


of the Post-Offices of India. 


The object of the memorandum is to call for public opinion 
about the best means for diffusion of needful postal informa- 


tion among the majority of natives, who are frequently put to 


great inconvenience because of their ignorance of the English 


language. Two measures are suggested to meet these difficul- 
ties: | 


(1) A more extended circulation of postal intelligence in 
the vernacular among the native population. | 


(2) A better knowledge of the ordinary inland postal 
rules and rates on the part of post-men, 


It is proposed that vernacular postal guides should be 
issued, and that receipts and insurance forms, &c., be printed 


in the vernacular of the country. These are to be distributed 


gratis at first. 


These proposals, if carried into effect, will largely facilitate 
postal communications in the interior, and will check miscar- 


riage of letters, which is not unoften a great source of inoon- 


venience and trouble.“ 
LOCAL 


The Nairang Mazdémin (Muttra) of the 31st October 
(received on the 7th November) 
complains that monkeys are a great 
nuisance in Muttra. They frequently assault.the people and 
carry away everything that falls into their hands. Their 
assaults even lead to fatal accidents. If the Magistrate were to 
banish theso beasts from the town, he would, to compare small 
things with great, do as great a service to the people as 
Krishna Chandra, who killed the demon Kans. No Hinduof 


Monkeys in Muttra. 
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Muttra is so stupid as to look upon their banishment as an 
interference on the part of the Magistrate with his religious 
affairs. 


A local correspondent of the Pramod Sindhu (Amraoti) Cirenlation, 
of the 8th November states that, in his ie 
opinion, the chief reason why the people 

do net settle on the land which lies unoccupied outside the 

Bhusari and Amba gates of Amraoti, is that the municipal 
committee does not sell land to the settlers, but takes an an- 

nual rent from each settler. They are naturally unwilling to. 

lay out their money on the land which does not belong to 

them. They are afraid that if they build houses there and 

are afterwards unable to pay the rent for the land, their 

houses will be sold by the committee for the rent. If the 
committee sold the land, there is reason to think that it would 

be occupied in a short time. In that case another advantage 

would be gained—the committee would be saved the trouble- 

of collecting the rent every year from the settlers. The 
occupation of the land in question would: greatly enbance 

the beauty of the town. 


Amraoti, Berar. 
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